
SAFETY CHECKLIST for STORAGE and PROCESSING of
HIGH-VOLTAGE LITHIUM BATTERIES

1 Work planning and organisation
​ Is the work Arranged, Organised.

Planned and Time limited?

​ Is the work adequately staffed with
task trained operatives?

​ Are employees aware of their
personal safety and ready for work
(BARS)?

​ Be fit for work.

​ Always receive a briefing.

​ Report any incidents
promptly.

​ Stop work if anything
changes.

​ Has conductive jewellery been
removed, including watches and
rings?

​ Is well fitting good quality PPE
provided and actually being worn?

​ Eye protection?

​ Face shield and cap if
appropriate?

​ Respiratory protection?

​ Flame resistant coveralls?

​ Work gloves?

​ Safety boots?

​ Is the Fire Safety Management
System, documentation and
procedures up-to-date?

​ Is the Fire Safety Risk Assessment
and method statement complete?

​ Are batteries visually inspected for
damage before disassembly?

2 Work space and fire prevention
​ Is the physical density of space

available minimised?

​ Has the mass of material in
storage, transport and
process been minimised,
while the volume of the
working space and floor
area available to work in
been maximised?  Go for
space!

​ Is everything done to separate fire
hazard classes and to segregate
dangerous substances of differing
classes?

​ Good cleanliness and
housekeeping; avoiding clutter and

good quality flooring to avoid trip
hazards?

​ Is good fresh air ventilation readily
available?

​ Is the work area well lit with stable
work benches and seating if this is
appropriate?

​ Are safe lithium battery transport
boxes available?

​ Are suitable and secure fire rated
bulk storage containers provided?

​ Are storage units located in open
air, away from heat sources?

​ Are fire rated storage cabinets
provided for work in-situ?



​ Are battery terminal insulating
shrouds available for use?

​ For disassembly, are  intrinsically
safe (non-conductive) tools
available.

​ Are batteries disposed of following
manufacturer’s instructions?

3 Fire precautions
​ Are fire exit doors readily

available?

​ Unlocked, clear and
unobstructed route to
egress?

​ Leading by a safe route to
an unobstructed final exit?

​ Is the assembly point
identified?

​ Can you raise an alarm easily?

​ Are fire alarm call-points easy to
identify?

​ Has the fire alarm been tested in
the past week?

​ Are two Li-EX lithium class fire
extinguishers, of at least 6 litre
capacity, available at each
workstation?

​ Is a sprinkler system installed in
disassembly bays?

​ Are water hose reels available?

​ Is a vehicle size fire blanket
available to smother an EV battery
fire?

​ Are minimal high-energy
mechanical tools used?

4 Processing
​ Is remote IR temperature

monitoring in place to warn of
thermal runaways?

​ Can processed batteries vent-off to
a safe place?

5 Storage and disposal
​ Are systems on place to monitor

the conditions, physically and
chemically, of materials in storage?

​ Are comprehensive records kept of
types and quantities of materials
handled?

​ Safe ongoing treatment of wash
down liquids.
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